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Dear Parent(s) and Carer(s),

It has been a very successful start to the New Year.
We have welcomed Group 64, which is a Putney
based theatre company, to work with our pupils on
producing a ‘Play in a Day’. Pupils who have
experienced the workshops so far have thoroughly

enjoyed themselves and we can see creativity and

confidence in our pupils starting to grow.

We have also started a new maths programme called
Inspire Maths. It is a whole-school primary maths
programme that supports teaching and learning to
mastery and meeting the higher expectations of the
National Curriculum. Pupils are currently completing

their transition units which will prepare them to

access the learning objectives in their year group.

Both pupils and parents were welcomed to workshops this week to learn about how to accelerate
their progress through teacher feedback and the pupil response to this feedback. We are instilling
in our pupils that, though the first draft of a piece of work may not be perfect, there are lots of
ways in which they can improve it and they are given clear direction on how to do so, which they
follow up on immediately.

As Friday 9t February is a Staff Development Day, pupils will not be in school. Half terms runs from
Monday 12t to Friday 16t February. Year 6 will be invited to attend revision classes during the half
term and we look forward to welcoming all of our pupils back to school on Monday 19t February.
Thanking you for your continued support,

Ms. Hynes

Acting Headteacher

% PLATANOS TRUST



Children in the nursery kick started the
Spring Term with a winter walk around the

school grounds.

Pupils were encouraged to listen to the
sound of the frosty grass underfoot and

feel the wintry breeze on their faces.

The children noticed how the local
environment has changed with the seasons
and spotted that some of the trees have

lost all of their leaves.

The winter walk was rounded off with a

tasty snack of hot buttered toast and

squash to take off the winter chill. Yum!
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In Literacy, Year 2 have been exploring the much-loved fairy tale, “Jack and the Beanstalk.” This
story has inspired us to act in role-plays, describe settings and write imaginative diary entries.
Our grammar focus on verbs, adverbs, conjunctions and noun phrases has supported pupils to

use more descriptive language in each of these activities.

Early morning work on number problems and reasoning is helping our pupils develop speed with
their addition and subtraction. Supplemented with short sessions of mental Maths in afternoon,
we are ensuring that pupils feel more confident when faced with number problems in
preparation for their Year 2 SATS. Before the half term, Year 2 will be doing Mock SAT papers in
Maths, Reading and Writing, which will give your children the opportunity to practice their test

skills and help us identify gaps in their knowledge.

Finally, Year 2 are getting their gardening gloves out in Science as we learn how plants grow! We
have studied how seeds and bulbs develop, explored the life cycle of a plant and even planted

our own seeds. So look no further for a volunteer to help you with the gardening at home!

This half-term, Year 3 have been exploring Ted Hughes’ “Iron Man” in Literacy. The story, which
sees the unexpected arrival in England of a giant "metal man" who brings destruction on the
countryside, has sparked classroom debates, inspired thoughtful pieces of drama and generated

imaginative ideas for descriptive writing.

Our Maths focus has been addition and subtraction, which has given our pupils the opportunity
develop confidence when problem solving. With daily arithmetic practice in school, we are
seeing mental Maths improving, greatly helped by those of you doing times table practice with

your children at home.

Afternoons offer Year 3 pupils an opportunity to broaden their knowledge through Science and
Foundation lessons. We have been tingling our taste buds as we explore where food comes from
in Geography, posing thoughtful questions as we investigate who Jesus is in R.E. and showing
architectural aspirations as we recreate famous buildings in Art. Meanwhile in Science, we are
learning about Rocks, Fossils and Soils. Our pupils have identified naturally occurring rocks,
explored their uses and tested their erosion and permeability. We can’t wait to make our own

fossils after half-term so look out for the pictures in the next Newsletter!
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Year 4 are becoming writing superstars this new year, with traditional stories as their focus. Each
week, the children are taught a new punctuation or grammar rule they need to show in their writing,
ending in an extended re-imagining of a traditional tale. To date they have studied fronted

adverbials, ambitious conjunctions and have explored figurative language in their writing.

In Maths, Year 4 have been learning to work with the bar model to help them solidify their
understanding of parts and wholes. They have ben recapping their mental strategies and have been
working with the four operations to improve their fluency with numbers. Times tables have been a
huge focus for the whole of Key Stage 2 and we are pleased to say that Year 4 are making great

progress with this.

Throughout the afternoons in Year 4, the children are learning more about the world around them.
Through RE they have been learning about how Hindus worship at home and in Geography they
have been learning how some villages were started and how they grew into towns. Why not
challenge a Year 4 to tell you what some place-names mean? Children have also been exploring how
we can use art to make environments better. We are looking forward to seeing the Year 4 gallery of

sculptures!

To begin the New Year, Year 5 set sail for ancient Greece in literacy lessons, learning about the
adventures of Odysseus and his crew when they came back from the Trojan War. The Adventures of
Odysseus explores a world of mythical beasts and battles between the Greek gods, with Odysseus
caught in the middle of it all. We have produced some fantastic letters, generated play-scripts and

have created non-fiction writing based around Odysseus’ troubles.

In Maths, the children have been concentrating on the methods of operation and revising methods
for answering reasoning questions to develop fluency and speed. In addition to weekly times-tables
tests and mental arithmetic tests, the children have been making steady progress. This shows that

the practice and dedication of our hard-working year 5’s is paying off.

Children have been enjoying their new art topic ‘Art in Motion’, which aims to allow children to show
movement in their artwork. In science, children have been learning about the changes in humans

from infancy to adulthood and are becoming experts at using scientific language to describe these

changes. % PLATANOS TRUST



It was a special day for our Year 6 pupils on the
1st February, when they all became forensic
scientists for the day, at our third Science day of

the academic year.

The investigation began when pupils found out
there was a missing laptop from the staff room
(all fictional)! The police in charge of the
investigation recorded a message for our pupils,
detailing the various evidence that was found at
the crime scene. Pupils knew they had a big job

ahead of them to solve this crime.

As the investigation developed, pupils practised
key skills that are needed to be a forensic
scientist. They used their observational skills to
spot clues; writing skills to note down their
evidence; creative skills to come up with ideas
and most of all thinking skills to solve the crime.
Pupils were also able to carry out tests to prove
their predictions and they developed their
practical skills as they tested for deodorisers in
shoe scrapings, fingerprints (of themselves and
the suspects) and a suspicious pen note using

chromatography.

Through tremendous effort and team work,
pupils gathered all the evidence and were able
to solve the crime. A few pupils became so good
at solving crimes that they have also decided to

be forensic scientists when they are older!
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‘I learnt about chromatography and

that you can find out a guilty suspect by

the ink of your pen.’ Petronella 6B

[

‘I enjoyed learning about how to find out
how to gather evidence to solve a crime.
Also, | enjoyed finding out what
fingerprint | have. Mine is a whorl.”
Ocean 6K
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We will continue to provide opportunities
to explore Science and for pupils to

investigate and experiment different

scientific theories and phenomena.

The feedback from our pupils was fantastic:

4 )

‘I enjoyed being in the shoe of a
forensic scientist and being able to
use my head and try to work out
who the thief could be. Great
lesson @I’ Sawda 6B

‘I enjoyed doing the investigation
because it was fascinating and it
made me feel like a real forensic
scientist and detective!” Anne-
Marie 6K

Y, J
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‘I enjoyed all the tests and
my favourite was the shoe
scraping because we put
vinegar in it and it bubbled.’
Chloe 6B

‘I have learnt that you need
different skills for being a
forensic scientist and I also
learnt that everyone has
different finger prints and
the names of them.”
Shannon 6K

‘I have learnt that you can’t always guess,
you need to test and you might think
someone couldn’t have done the crime
but they could!” Jake 6K
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Learning in ELP classes is the same as in any other class but it does look a little different.
The steps in the learning process for our pupils are smaller. We differentiate to meet the
needs and abilities of our pupils, learn through repetition with variety and use of

concrete materials and visuals to support their learning.

Communication in the ELP also looks different. We use Makaton/sign, symbols, social

stories and we use the ‘less is more’ approach when communicating with our pupils.

Autism is a multifaceted neurobehavioral condition that includes impairments in social
interaction, developmental language and communication skills combined with rigid,
repetitive behaviours. Because of the range of symptoms, this condition is now called

(ASD) Autism Spectrum Disorder.
Children with Autism can also have other conditions to deal with:
Autistic Disorder - Difficulty with social interaction, communication and imaginative play.

Asperger’s Syndrome — No difficulty with language but the same as children with Autistic

Disorder.
Dyspraxia/DCD (Developmental Co-ordination Disorder) — Affects physical co-ordination.

Learning Disability — Difficulty understanding new or complex information, learning new

skills, coping independently.

OCD (Obsessive Compulsive Disorder) — common mental health condition where a person

has obsessive thoughts and compulsive behaviours.

ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) — Symptoms include inattentiveness,

hyperactivity and impulsiveness.
Insomnia — difficulty sleeping.
Bipolar Disorder — the condition effects moods, they swing from one extreme to another.

Tics — fast repetitive muscle movements that result in sudden and difficult to control body

jolts or sounds.
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Andre is doing his number
formation.

Sonny is practicing his letter
formation.

Gracie- Mae is doing her
number formation.

$26:9 2007514723
e

We are playing with Lego; this
helps with our fine motor

skills.

Magqil is cutting and sticking.

Jack is practicing writing his
numbers.
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This term in Yellow Class we are learning:

Numeracy - we are learning number formation.

Literacy — were are learning about Preposition Language and our topic is

‘Splendid Skies’'.

Ayobami is counting.

Aithan is finding the
number 6.

William is cutting and
sticking.

Aderemi is reading Mrs Wishy
Washy.

Martin is drawing to help refine
his motor skills.
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Blue Class
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Blue class are ageing their

Elson is practicing his
witches’ spells with a teabag.

We visited the local

sentence building during

library on one of our

community visits

Macy enjoys making things.

This is for our class display

Oliver is using the computer to ‘Urban Pioneer’

make a brochure about Croydon

Ariana is making her

witches potion

Joshua is researching

different religious

symbols

Eoin is having fun during our
sensory session Luca and Max are sharing a

story together
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Purple Class

This term in Purple Class we are learning:

Numeracy - Subtraction up to 10
Science - we are labelling body parts

Geography — we are looking at Continents and our topic is ‘Paws, Claws and
Whiskers’

Amira making use of the Zack is doing RM Maths

interactive whiteboard. independently.

Nina is doing on her

topic work.

Owen is cut and sticking for Katie is painting green Ralphee is making an ostrich
his topic leaves to be used in for his topic work.
the class display

Jack is colouring in for The children working together as a Sofia is learning about
his topic work group the continents
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Green Class

This term Green Class we are learning about:
Numeracy - we are learning how to subtract with 2 and 3 digit numbers using
money

Our Topic is Ancient Egypt and the Amazon River.

We are also learning about the environment and our own Oak Centre Garden.
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